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THE VALUE OF A BACKBONE.

Tt iz important, in wview of the dispute
coneerning Samoa, to note that although
Lord Salisbury has been lulled into quies-
cepce by the Bismarckian musie, even the
most extreme Tory press is outspoken in
supporting the objections of this Govern-
mént 0 the German course at Samoa.
Beside the significaut language of the
Standerd vesterdsy, it is noteworthy that
early in the dispute the London Globe de-
clared thst “the time is not opportune for
Germany to take up an over-bearing atti-
tude on 8 question which, small as it looks,
might easily bring her into collision with
the United States.™ The prediction was
made that Bismarck would forward con-
cilistory explanstions, which would “hardly
be satistactory to the President unless
accompanied by a oessation of annexstionist
maveuvers.”

The English view has been fully corrob-
orated by the communication received from
Prince Bismarck vesterday. The last steps
of the German officers at Samoa, which
amounted to practical annexation, are dis-
avowed, and it is stated that their orders are
revoked. This may be regarded as sufficient
evidence that the German Chauncellor does
not care to embroil himself with the United
States snd give his enemies in Europe a
chance to take advantage of it. But it may
be gquestioned whether the revocation of
orders will be of much value if the fruits of
the former German interference in the
islands nre retained. Let Prince Bismarck
restore affairs to the position in which they
were before his interference and it will be
ensy to arrange matters for the future—il
Germany is willing to adhere to her pro-
femions of disinterestedness.

It is certainly evident that there is no
necessity of observing a pusillanimous diplo-
maey. The moment we show ourselves pos-
sessed of a backbone—even if it is not in
our State Department—Germany begins to
sdopt & much more moderate tone.

K0T THE SPECIFIC.

The views of the gentleman who wishes
the State to looste its capital at the geogra-
phical eenter, to go into a town lot epeculs-
tion for the money to build thevew buildings
and to wake the railroads build lines up
through the central counties to reach the
pew capital, have the merit of sincerity.
No ope oould propound such a scheme, if
he did not honestly believe in it, and so it
will be just to pass over the reasoning pro-
cesses which develop this plan ss mercifully
as possible. 1t can bardly fail to be noticed,
however, that there is n wide uncertzinty as
to cause and effect in the opinion of the
projector that the diffusion of industries
throughout the rural sections is somehow
mixed up in the manter, There are very
distinet capses which are crowding our
vities to the injury of the country at large,
but when they are studied with any care, it
will be eeen that the evil is not to be cured
by moving State capitols around.

THE INCUBUS OF ROYALTY.

The tragic ending of the Crown Prince
Eaudolf, of Gerwmany, which it is now made
clear was a case of suicide, adds snother
dark cbapter 1o the personal bistory of roy-
slty in Europe. Whether it was the result
of mental sberration, or, as some of the re-
poris say, en accepted alternative to fight-
ing » duel bocause of unprincely miscon-
duet, the afiuir is sensationn] enough to con-
tinue long the snbjest of speculation and of
gossip among that large portion of the Old-
World people whose main use for princes is
1o be to imitate the fashions which they set
and to discoss their frailties,

At a time when the chiel republic of Eu-
rope is threatened with the danger of disso-
lution by the popglarity of & military ad-
venturer whose operstions, it is feared, wiil
in the end establish dynastic rale, the oc-
currences in the monarchies are such as will
not elevate the lstter form of Government
in poblic esteem. The wvagaries of the
royil family of Rassia, the domestie dis-
cords in that of Germany, and finally this
disgraceful tragedy now occupying atten-
tion in Austrin diminish sadly the luster of
the imperial purple. The war taxes, and
the prospects of slaughter and devastation
shead which are kept constantly overhang-
ing the political horizon, make the back-
ground of the dismal picture of the Gov.
ernments which foist themselves on the hard-
working millions of Earopeans,

A WEST POINT RACE CONFLICT.

The latest phase of the race conflict comes
from West Point. It broke ot in the form
of & bruising wateh between two aristoeratic
youths from the South. The caunse of the
pugilism was that a high-toned cadet from
Virginia, acting as Captsin, had placed a
oolored eadet at table with another high-
toned cadet from Maryland. The Mary-
lander challenged the Virginian for this
“jnsult,” and they punched each other's
beads, let us hope, until their honor was
fully satisfied. This, it is interesting to ob-
serve, in regarded by a more than unuosuslly
enlightened Soutbern journal, the Balti-
timore Sun, as all due to the fact thats
thoughtless snd reprebensibly Ohio Con-
gressman appointed 4 colored cadet. Ifitis
not 1o be understood that the fault lies with
those who omitted to use the rod liberally
on these aristocratic pugilists whea they
were children, itmight as well be attributed
to the reckless forelathers who established
suck an institution as West Point, open to
appointments from all classes, as well as
all parts of the country. !

EHAKESFEARE IN CHINESE

China progresses sideways, and her elvili-
gation crops out in spots. The latest dem-
onstration of Celestial intelligence is the
order of the Dowager Empress of China that
& trapslation of Bhakespeare’s plays into the
Chinese languege shall be made for the ben-
efit of the heir to the throne. It would have
been wiser if Her Boyal and Celestial High.
pess hud caused her son to be tanght the

Eaglish langnage, but still the study of the
great Sage and Bard of Avon, even throngh
the laitice work of Chinese characters, can-
not but be of advantage to thas cxalted

youth,

The Chinese Prince is liable to learn an
unusual amount about human nature in the
wonderful plays, snd if he studies them
with m Joving eye his subjects will observe
gratefully the reflection of his enlighten-
ment when the reins of government shall
fall into his hands,

‘We notice that our esteemed cotemporary,
the New York Sun, thinks that it would be
an edifving sight if the Prince were to order
the production of some Shakespearean
dramas upon the Pekin stage. It might be
edifying to us, but Shakespeare would be
subject to the violent sttacks or contempt-
uous sneers of the Chinese eritics. The
standard of dramatic excellence in China
is very different from ours. A play to be
good in China must be long, and the longer
it is the better it is." The best comedies and
tragedies on the celestial stage to-day take
from six to thiry days in performance.
“Hamlet" or *‘Maobeth’ would be regarded
as little trifles fit only to wusher in some
serious work, In comparison with the en-
thralling Chinese melodrams “Tan Kee
Wun Lun,” which takes s calendar month
to unwind itself, & play like “Much Ado
About Nothing,” or “Romeo and Juliet,"
requiring but one evening to periorm,would
naturslly seem sbsurdly small. In fact the
Chinese dramatic critics would probable de-
vote but a line or two in the theatrical notes
to & Shakespearean play.

The eoke industry seems to have got back
to the striking stage once more. The news
from the Connellsville district is to the ef-
fect that the men at several works went out
yesterday, while the determination is an-
pounced on the part of all the workers to go
out, if ascale equal tothat paid by the
Frick Company is mot conceded. On the
other hand the operators declare that they
esnnot pay the Frick scale and will not, if
they have to let their works stand idleall
SUmMmer.

We have no intention of trying to adjnd-
icate between such antagonistic views; but
it can hardly eseape comment that some of
the arguments by which the operators sup-
part their position are of the remarkable
character that have heretofore appeared in
connection with that trade. The statement
that Mr. Frick can afford to run his coke
ovens without any mwargin of profit, becsuse
be is interested in the steel indusiry, im-
plies that he would make up the lossof
operating the coke business for no reward,
by the profits of the steel trade, or rather
the Bessemer pig business, But in that
case the DBesgmer pig business out-
side of Mr. Frick's establishment,
can afford .to Y i fo
coke which will yield a profit, and will do
so rather than let its furnaces blow out
When this is coupled with the assertion that
the coke men are tarning overall the money
they get to their employes, at a rate of
wages 61 per cent less than the Frick seale,
that implies that Mr. Frick must be sufler-
ing & loss of 614 per cent of all the money he
pays for wages—which puts that gentleman
in the new and hitherto unsuspected charac-
ter of a wholesale philanthropist.

Indeed, that character seems to diffuse
itself rather widely among the coke interest,
if we are o take all that bas been said con-
cerning this industry, as ez cafhedra. Last
year we were told that they were Josing
something like 25 or 80 cents a ton on all
their shipments, which were kept up at a
large volume; and now we are informed that
they are doing business for nothing. The
public ean hardly be blamed for & little in-
credulity as to the assertion that either Mr.
Frick or his competitors are selling coke for
the fun of the thing.

COMPARATIVE SUPERSTITIONS.

It is instructive to learn that the work of
railway construction in Chioa has been
stopped short; and it is still more instructive
to observe that the press of the United States
it turning up its nose at the Chinese super-
stition, It seems that there was a fire in the
Tmperial Palace at Peking; snd iustead of
laying the blame on defective flues, careless-
Iy thrown away matches, or spontaneous
combustion, it was found out that this was a
warning against the devices of the foreign
devils,. The astrologers of the Imperial
Court, to the total of seventy-eight, held a
meeting and pronounced that the ooly sig-
nificance of the conflagration was as an omen
against these inventions of the Evil One. Bo
the Son of Heaven issued his imperial de-
eree and the work on the Tientsin Railroad
was cut off in its youth.

This sounds very supersiitions and seems
to be material for the Anglo-Sazon mind to
make merry over; but it is not. For, if we
will stop to think & momeat just the same
thing has taken place in this country. Our
wise men, the “trained experts’ of the rail-
way business, who were aunnounced a few
years ago to be so full of the important
séorets of that eraft, that no one else was
qualified to say anything against railway
discriminations, and who have sinee repre.
sented themselves as either so foolish or so
knavish that they will wreck the property
of the stockholders if they wre left to their
own devices, have just been holding a meet-
ing. They discussed gravely what ailed
the railway empire, and came to exactly the
same conclusion as the Chinese experts,
They had been violating the law, and in-
juring their stockholders, all to drive each
other into pools, of which each desired to
dictate the terms; but the only omen they
could perceive, was thet it was all the fault
of building too msany railroads. The im-
perinl decree has gove forth, abrogating
constitutions and ignoring Supreme Court
injunctions, to exactly the same eftect as in
China, that no more roadsshall be baili.
The legitimate interests which wish to buiid
their roads may decsy, snd the manufue.
tories which would be employed in furnish-
ing them supplies may stand idle; bat no
mere roads must be built for fear of making
things too hot among the 1mperial palaces
whenee the reseripts are issued.

Really, between China, eljnging to her
old superstitions, and the United States
abandoning its constitutional priociples in
obedience to the superstitions of the corpor-
stion enlt, it is hard to see how the United
States has much reason for turning up its
nose at China.

THERE is no doubt a good deal of money
in the Cabinet slate as announced. But
would it not be disereet for the organs of
Whitney, Scott, Payne, Vilas and Don
Dickinson to be s little less vooiferous in
raising shouts of horror over the fact.

THE old discussion about the effect of
drinking on longevity has justbeen decided
in Paris, adversely to the drinkers. M.
Chevreul, the famous centenarian, attribu-
ted his long life, partially at least, to his total
sbstinence from intoxicants. Against this
Father Christmas, a Parisian mendicant,
used to argue with the man of science that
he, the beggar, was nearlyas. old as M.
Chevrenl und as he would get drunk on

well a= livelier. But Father Christmas de-
stroyed his own argument by getting drunk,
falling down stairs and breaking his head.
This leaves no gquestion ss between these
two examples that total sbstinence is most

conducive to long life.

THE re seems to be disposed o
gootch, if not kill, snakes by squelching all
the bills in which any serpentine qualities
appear. Hereafter the Allogheny members
will do wisely to read their bills before In-
trodueing them.

Tur appointment of Mr. John D, Bailey,
as agent and collector for the Eighteenth
Regiment srmory fund, as announced else-
where, indicates progress and sn mlw
pletion of the work of raising the ey
for that purpose. This oreditable military
organization has formulgted 1ts plans
thoroughly for the location of its permanent
headqnarters and has made considerable
progress in securing pledges toward the
fund. Mr. Bailey as solicitor and eollector
will give the business men of the city an
early ooportunity to furnish snbstantial aid
for this deserving projeet.

Twe intelligence that “the Hon.” William
T. Cavanaugh, of Kansas, has been arrested
for attempting to blackmail the Btate
printer out of $600, affords & striking ecom-
mentary on the value of that political
prefix.

THE statement that the son of Secretary
Endicott has lost his heart is coupled with
the announcement that another Cabinet
wedding may soon be . Ifthat is
the result, it oughtto follow that the rest
of the term of the present administration
should be ‘employed in marrying off the
State Department. It lost its heart when
Germany commenced to show her teeth in
the Samoan business.

Ir the gentle groundhog sees his shadow
in West Virginia to-day, it may be that
they can find out in that Bfate, after six
weeks more have elapsed, who has ecarried
the elestion.

THE article on railway rate wars and the
long-snd-short-haul clause sets forth in ex.
tenso what THE Di1SPATCH has been urging
for years,that the provisionsofthe Inter-State
Cotmerce law furnish the most legitimate
safeguard against reckless rate cutting. Let
that law be honestly enforced and obeyed,
and the prevailing howl about the loss to the
railways from that enactment will be
silenced.

Now itis said that Alger is in doubt
whether he will accept » Cabinet position.
This will make n great deal more doubt
whether he has been offered one,

THE West Virginia Legislature may be
unable to agree upon such little measures as
deciding who is elected Governor and
United States Senator; but a bill before it
requiring the railways to furnish free passes
to all the members, indicates the practical
agreement among them that they all want
their deadhead privileges.

ARKANSAS seems to improve on the
Mississippi plan. XKilling off Republican
candidates is calculated to discourage incon-
venient contests,

THE report that the Geffcken incident has
practically ceased to be talked about in
Berlin indicates that the Germans make
haste to forget the acts of aggression com-
mitted by their ruling powers almost as
speedily as the Americans do those which
are indulged in by their rulers, the corpora-
tions.

PossTBLY if Secretary Bayard should see
his shadow to-day he would crawl into his
hole for six wecks more.

SECRETARY BAYARD's plea that the
Senate has belittled the foreign policy of
the administration might answer in some
cases; but it can hardly apply with regard
to the alleged diplomacy which Mr. Bayard
bas used. There are some eggs of such
character that it is impossible to spoil them.

ARE we at least brought face to face with
the delightful possibility of an ice erop?

PERSONAL FACTS AND FANCIES.

Evres Teray wears Mrs. Siddons' shoes
when she plays Lady Macbeth,

A GLASGOW paper says: One of the perzons
worst hit by the Panama collapse is an Ameri-
can girl who some years ago married a French
Count. Being an enthnsiastio admirer of M.
de Lesseps she invested all her movey in canal
stock. Her handsome furs and wraps are now
for sale by a well-known coiffeur in the Champs
Elysee,

Vox Burow was walking one day in Borlin,
when he met a mwan with whom he bad for-
metly been on somewhat intimate terms, but
whose acqualntance he was desirons of drop-
ping. The quondam friend at once sccosted
bim. *“How do yon do, Von Bulow? delighted
to see you! Now I'll bet that yon don’t remem-
ber my name!” “You've won that bet," replied
Von Balow, and turning on his heel he walked
off in the opposita direction.

IT seems that the recent prolonged visit of
the Emperor of Brazil to Europe has acted as
s good advertisement for the great Empire
over which he rules. The number of emigrants
who have disembarked at Rio since Dom
Pedro's return to bis own country has been un-
precedentedly large. The total nomber of
emigrants reaching Brazil during the last 13
months was 134,000. Dom Pedro has done a
great deal to encourage this influx of Euro-
peans and is much pleased st the result of his
efforts,

JONATHAN ALEXANDER, the old Watarloo
pensioner who died in Edinburg a week or two
ago, was one of the guardsof the fallen Em-
peror in 8t, Helena, avd used to tell a curious
story of Napoleon’s heart having been nearly
carried off by a rat after the post mortem ex-
amination. The surgeon who conducted the
investigation, after placing the heart in anopen
glass vessel, happened to fall asleep.
the snooze the choice morsel was lighted upon
by a rat, which wos in the act of carrring it off
when the doctor fortunately awoke, and recov-
ered the stolen treasure.

It is pow settled that the Bhah of Persia will
pay his long-promised visit to Europe in the
spring. A eunite of roome has been secured for
him in Paris from the 24th of May, so that his
visit to St. Petersburg will probably terminate
shortly before that date. As at present ar-
ranged the Bhah has promised Bir Heory
Drummond Wolff to pay a visit to London, and
if this engagemant Is kopt bhe will be in En-
gland about the middle of June. He then in-
tends to go to the Riviera, and he may pay his
respects to the Sultan at Stamboul. In any
casa he will return 1o Persia by way of Armenia
and the Cancasus,

Keely and the Law,
From the Philadeiplia Press.]

The Supreme Court is quite right in holding
that Inventor Keely was blmneless of con-
tempt in falling to explain his alleged motor.
The laws of Pennsylvania do not require men
:::mnl imposaibilities or parade absurd-

Right, But Oughin't to Say 8o Loudly.
From the New York World.1

Secretary Bayard seems to incline to the be-
lief that the United Siates Government isin
the right in the Samoan matter, but ought not

to say so very Joundly.

Diplomnts Not Warriors,
From the New York ¥on.)

The tendency toward pugilism at West Point
should not be enc The Military Acad-
emy is maintained for turning out warnors,
not diplomats,

J

Pigs in Human Skape— A Pecullar Exclama=
tion—With or Witheut u Nese.

B8oME people want a dollar's worth for a dol-

lar, and not a few want a dollar and a half's

The latter class shine at table d'hots dinners,
and the liks. They tall & story of twp drum-
mers on the Chicago Limitad, which iliustrates
the class well. You know they mive & capital
dinner on the Limited for a dollar—and itis
hard to see how the Pullman people make any
profit out of it.

The two drummers sat down to dinner, and
one of them began to eat a bit of bread where-
upon the other saying: “What
are you bread for? That costs mext to
nothing. Why don't you do as I do,” and the
porcine speaker grabbed a bottle of olives.
“The clives cost a dollar a bottle, aud I get my
money's worth every time."

"4 -a
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THERE are 1eally & great many pigs about in
human shape, :

They are not merely gormandizers or greedy
wretches. The piggish traits are veneered
with refinement. This was the case the other
day at a pleasant little gatbering. A young
woman of charming address and sympathetio
nature was reading aloud to us Tennyson's
“Princess.” We were enjoying the smooth
musical verse immensely, but the whispering of
a certain miadie-aged matron annoyed us
somewhat. At last the whispering grew so
loud that I could plainly hear that terrible
‘woman Eaying to herneighbor: *“Three pounds
of beef boiled, one pound of suet, one pound of

—

Algxapdrin Would Like to be Agaln To-
cluded In the Duwtrict of Columbin—Seme
of the Sad Results of Secesslon.

Special Telagram to The Dispateh.

WASHINGTON,
yeats the cityof
county, in Virginia, weres included in the Dis-
inot of Columbia. They and portions of Mary-
land which are yet in the District were ceded
Elesaatria, ‘wors partiodiosty Dousswive

were

cities in those days, but the latter was far
ahead of the former in material prospests.
The river was the great highway. Fleets of
ships were always ai the wharves of Alexan-
dris, and vast quantities of wheat and tobacco
were brought by wagon {rom as far as 100 miles
inland ®o the vessels which plled on the Poto-
mac.

In 1848 the citizens of Alexandris took final
action in a movement which had been under
discussion for some years, to secure the re-
cossion of the city and county to the State of
Virginis, belleving that with their own gov-
ar:;.nnt m.y’d could better provide for 1“:
city's wns promots its prosperitv. It
claimed on the other hand that it was purely
a movement’ of politicians who wanted offices
which they could not get under the District
Government. The constitutionality of the re-
cesslon was disputed, and no less a figure than
Jefferson Davis ranged himself, with many
others of note, agalnst the
R. M. T, Hunter, afterward notorious in the
War of the Rebellion, and James M. Mason,
who owned a great estate in the eounty, ia-

raisins, one p d of cur of &

bored so hard for the recession that they ne-

pound of citron, four large apples, pint boiled
cider, and spices to taste—that's my grand-
mother's recipe and I never ate such mince-
meat as she used to make.”

Well, we all burst out laughing at this, and
tho reading of “The Princess” was discontin-

complished their purpose, and the bill went
through Congress. The question was left toa
vote of the ecitizens, The cit§went almost
unanimously for the recession, while the rural
vote was quite as unanimously against, but the
farmer being the most populous, the matter
was decided for the recession.

uved. Only a pig conld think of the P 1
ing of pies when Tennyson's poetry was being
read aloud.

e

THIS subject of pigs in human ahape reminds
me of a strange fashion a woman I once knew
had of expressing any intense emotion she felt.
Early In our acquaintance 1 rempmber howshe
rurprised me when I reached the end of a do-
seription of a sight on board & herring smack
in the British Channel; and she said with what
seemed tome a thorough air of coaviction:
“Oh, you pig "

I suppose I looked so surprised that she ap-
prehended her exclamation had jarred my
perves, and ehe explained that she always ejac.
ulated, “Uh, you pig " In moments when she
was moved to joy or other grateful feeling,
There was nothing personal in the exclamation
at all, she assured me.

Afterward I found that this queer little
formuls always came to her lips at the times
sho bad indleated.

L= g
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THE new Pittsburg postoffice is making such
remarkable progress that the Democrats who
are going out of office feel confident that it
will be ready for them when they return to
power, say 20 years hence.,

But seriously, the building is several feet
higher than it was s year ago, when Reformer
Fraret told an aching publio to lie still and see
what he would do. A

-

Ix the course of & moctural meandering a
highly respoctable Pilttsburger collided with
some hard object, a fist, lamp post, wall or
pavement, and so marred the outline and ap-
pearance of his nasal organ that he did not go
to his office that morning, but sent for a dootor.

The doctor dressed the wounded organ and
was preparing to leave the house, when the
owner of the nose inquired; “Doctor, how on
earth am I to go out with this nose?"

*I don’t see how you cau go out without it,
my dear sir," was the doctor's unfeeling reply.

By the by will prohibition, if it comes, reduce
the number of mysterious accidents that so
many of our truly good citizens tell us about
when they saunter down Fifth avenue with a
strip of plaster on thé chin ora balo of black
under a bloodshot eye? -

HOW THEY ENTERTAINED.
A Sharpsburg Annusl Sopper and Bazaar
and Other Social Events.

Few pleasanter aunual suppers and bazaars
have been given in this section than the one
under the management of the Iadies of the
Bharpsbhurg Presbyterian Church last evening.

The church was beautifully decorated with corn
in ear, Immenss bunches of corn stalks and

tassels, a occupies a promi-
nent place in the Ysiluwplﬂmung and
ons of the same hue ornamented the

varions booths. The su tables were covered
with yellow tabie cl and yellow napking
RS o e e, A s
by yellow-garbed damsels,

The Hays Reception.

A largely attended and in every way enjoya-
ble reception was given last eveming by Mra,
Richard Hays, of Ridge avenue, Alleghany, in
honor of her neice, Miss Carrie Hays. From 8
to 11 the numerous guests d themselves
in the beantifully decorated pafiors, and the
reception proved to be a success in the richest
g s T bpesiy o voiag
morn

ple Emee';' the german a';d witnessad !hE
al of the Bnest favors of the season.

Corinthian Lodge Banquet.
Corinthian Lodge, No. 578 F. & A. M., cele-
brated the frstanniversary of the agoption of
its constitution Ly a banquet at Bennott Opara
House, Milivale, last evening. The affalr was
under the supervision of the lady friends of
the Ipdge, and nothing was lackiog toadd en-
i o Ludwig & Rich

¥ tto the ter
furnished the floral decorations,

The Shiclds Receptlon.

The third of their series of charming as-
somblles was given last evening by Mr. and
Mrs, Thomas L. Shields, at their pleasant home
in Ed?\mnh. Like the others, it was all that
could be desired, either on the party of the
entertainers or the entertained.

An Edgewood German.,

One of the most delighttul germans of the
season was given by Mrs. Love in ber Edge-
wood home last evening. The company of
guests, though not wvery large, could hardly
have been moie congenial, nor could they have
been betier entertained.

A Yery Avcient sobjeot.

The members of the Junta Club will assemble
for their next mesting on next Tuesday at the
residenes of Mr. H. . Brigham, Fifth avenue,
East End, to discuss the subjeet of “Ancient
Rome.” A full representation of the members
is expected,

A Baceensful Sceond Night,

The secend night of the entertainment at the
Fifth U, P. Church proved quite as enjoyable
as the first, though tha p mme was entirely
different, The music wasallof & popular cluss,
and was well rendered.

An Enjoynble German,
Gernert & Guenther furnished the music for
the enjoyable german in the parlors of the
Black Davis residence last evening. It was ona

of thosa bright little 5 in life which people
like to remember. e e

BACKING A BUCKWHEAT,

A Pancake Porcine in Mendvilie Anxions to
Meet the Champlon.
Speeial Telegram to the Dispateh.

MEADVILLE, February L—If H. H. Biasel,
of Youngstown, fails to accept the $500 chal-
lenge of G. A. Staff, of San Francisco, to a
buckwheat pancake eating contest, it is alto-
getber likely the chatlenge will be snapped up
inthisoity, Nypano Engineer William New-

berry 2ays he knows a man right here in Mead-
ville who ean mow away more buckwheatcalkes
in the same length of time thausome whole
that the Pa-

Our Position In the Samoan Affalr,
¥rom the New York World.]

Is our Government becoming a “Circumlocu-
or How Not to Do It?" The Naval

Years passed, and’ Alexandria retrograded
rather than progressed. Washington began to
grow apace. Railroads tapped the ocapital, and
that became the depot for freight. The war
came, and, while Washington was a great cen-
ter of activity and supplies, Alexandris’s com-
merce was cut off. DBusiness houses were
emptied, strests were neglected and grass.
grown, and the populace were too poor to make
nesded improvements. Of late great
changes have taken place for the better in the
::dciu. but she still limps instead of leaping

ong.

Many leading citizens are of the opinion now
that it would greatly benefit the city and county
to be once more taken into the bosom of the
District, and they are taking steps to induce
action on the part of Congress to restors the
ancient lines, around which cling so many in-
spiring, patriotic memories, Whether they can
ever accotnplish thelr purpose is doubtful, but
it is an interesting question. E W.L

OUR MAIL POUCH,

What s Wreng With That Sult ¢
To the Editor of The Dispaten:

The business men of Pittsburg are feeling
deeply intorested in the suit of the State of
Pennsylvania vs the Western Union Telegraph
Company. The sabpeenas in the suit were re-
turnable January 29, You published the fact
that the defendant company entered an appear-
ance on January 28, but we fail to find any ac-
count of what was done on the 29th, Wasn't

there any action taken on that day? Before
the consolidation of the Western Union and

Bz Tl el Tt
to Philadel New York and mwﬁﬂ

te of 30 per eent, which made

cents, with a re
s !r:rrmdn. Now, in the

the net emu't 14 o?:u!lw £ L
absence of com on, we 'ﬁ‘l‘dl to
Boston 55 cents, und to New York and Phila-
delphia 45 cents, an advance of 400 cent to
Boston and over 800 per cent to New York,
Philadelphia, !l;lttmn-\;‘I ete., and
President Green told the commi
United States Senate that there had been no
pdvance in rates since the * t" with
theve wi Sdirabls St b oS
Er'a WAS CO .
to the fact that there had been a reduction in
rates between ocertain points—Oshkosh
Kalamazoo, perhaps,
There is practically
telegraph business In
and our
ves them from the
o 'h“k' the mattar before th pﬂf.n.
FPATCH to kee @ matter ore the
Agitate, Yonrz very y, W.Jd.

A Prohibitionist Makes a Correction.
To the Editor of the Duspaten: .

Will you kindly correct an error in your cor-
respondent's article from Oil City, as to the
position of the W, C. T. U. of Venango county
and the Prohibition party. There is no an-
tagonism. The W. . T. U. of Venango county
and third party men have not had one word of

ure In the three years in which 1 have been
their President, Your correspondent was mis-
taken, Mis. Hulings is not and never was
President of Venango County W. C.T. U. The
Prohibitionlsts hope all Prohibitionist,
Republican and Democrat as well, will to

the amendment. The Ven ounty

. C. T. U. will work a8 a unle for cause,
and if any discussions as to leadership arise
will be ng to waive all claims, remember-
g:i that it was the true mother who before

omon was willing to give her child to
save it, while the one would gither ruls or
ruio. Mgra. D, H, BoULTON,

President Venango County W, C, T, U.

We Glve it Up.
To the Editor of the Diapateh:

Referring to the effort of the Pennsylvania
Rgilroad Company to recover some of it for-
mer travel, as explained in this morning’s Dis.
PATOH, can_you tell what difference it makes
to a railroad cowmpany, baving once ten the
money for a *“round trip” ticket, wi the
party returns next day or next year? z

Prrrsaure, February L

g Sommion n. e
country a
protection the llk

expect THE Dis-

Forming a Beneficial Soclety.

February L—For pearly 50
Alexandria snd Alexandris | Quit

—A fearful epidemic of diphtheris is ro-
ported from the town of Nago, in Hungary.

Children have been dying at mteof W0a
day. All the schools were a.;"l-u s panie
occurred among the inhabitants.
—At Brussels an elephant sttached fo
becoming enraged at an attendant,
il st whs Iogiantanee i i fore
i
nate man had been teasing the animal.
—The mild weather of December and the

first half of this month had its effects on the
m

himself. Papers in his pockets show only that
he lived in

Nearly Settled the Sexton.

John Buckalew 18°no longer sexton of the
Maethodist Church. of New Brunswick. John
last night came very near being mo longer &
rosident of this sphere. meetings are
beiog held in the church daily. They seem to
have bad no effect on John, for he got drunk,
and after the meeting was over Iast night he
entered the church, and opening 60 gas gets,
attempted to illuminate the place, He was too
deeply overcome with whisky to make it a suc-
cess, and the flow of the gas soon knocked him
out, He fell down in a pew, and the condition
of affalrs was pot discoversd uotil time for
sarvice this morning, when 400 people were
assembled in front of the church waiting for
the doors to open. A trustee finally got in the
church and the sexton was removed to the
chapel. He was nearly unconscious and the
church was filled with gas. He was dis-
charged.

A Snap for the Florista,

Preparations for the pig inaugural ball grow
apace. A Brookiyn florist has complated a big
floral chair costing $400. It is made of searlot
and parple immortelles and trailing smilax.
Upon the panels in the back of the chair are
purple immortelies fashioned in script
into the names "Harrison," “Morton." Many
other floral pleces, quite as elaborate, are he-
ing constructed. Each department of the Ex-
ecutive will be represented by an appropriate
device—the Department of the Treasnry by s
huge floral safe, six feet each way;the De-
partment of the Interior by a plow and several
sheafs of wheat. and the Navy by a floral Dol-
phin (the dispatch boat). All the decorations
will cost about §15,000,

Keeping Herself Remembered.

Mra, Lillian Scofield, notorious for ber eon-
nection with the Hatoh-Scotield tragedy. is
again nnder the surveillance of the police. She
refuses to leave her flat up town at her land-
lord’s request, and threatens to shoot the jani-
tor in case he tries to eject her. Night befora
last she poured a bucketful of water down the

pipe becanse her room was overheated.
When the janitor objected, she told him sbe
“would put him whers she put Nat Hatch if he
didn't shut op"” She keeps open house to
Brother-in-law Ferris, also a prominent figure
in the Hatch sensation, and to any number of
clubmen. Her doors are closed, however, to
Mr, Scofield. Her troubls with her landlord
snd janitor was caused by their refusal to give
her a night key. Her landlord proposes to have
her arrested.

DEMANDING JRESTITUTION.

The Peruvian Gevernment Called on to
Apologize for Alleged Indignliles,

WasEiNgTON, Fabruary 1.—~A renewed effort
is being made by the Becretary of Stats to
secure a settlement of the claim of Mr, Vietor
H. MecCord,n American citizen, against the
Peruvian Government, for damages to person
and proparty snstained in that country in the
year 1885, Mr. McCord was arrested and sub-
jected to great Indignities. and procured his
release from imprisonment only upon the pay-
ment of §10,000 ransom. The case has been
pending in the State Department sincethe year
mentioned, and has been the subject of consid-
erable correspondence. The ciaim s disputed
254 encouragemens 1o the rebelicm, bid was
encon to Was &
proper subject for imprisonment, s, how-
ever, emphatically denied by MeCord.

Mr. Buck, the United Minister at

Lima, has recen mads rous presenta-
tlon of the n.:, to ml’u‘?ﬁn authorities,

snd intimates there is a prospect of a sat-
Mymum; “xcﬂnn»]n the case has

been very much impeded by reason of the
recent unscttied state of affairs in Peru.

THE INDIANS' LEARNING.

Satistnctory Report on Thelr Education by
the Bonrd of Comminsioners.

WasHINGeTON, February L—The Board of
Indian Commissionars, in thelr annual report,
complain of numerous grants of right of way to
railroads through Indian lands, and other leg-
islation in which the benefits to be derived by
the whites have been the first consideration,

while legislation purely in the interesis of the

"Wil you e kind smough e e That 't appropriation foesdues
Will you be kind enough to tell us whether 4 ey :l:::a; N e be th -
b‘: q? A “chm,f A%mw '. “. l!ul $2,000,000 for the first year, $3,000,000 for the sec-
g 2 ond and $4000,000 for the third year. Edunra-

(It would be to your interest to have a char-
ter or to form a joint stock company. ]

FLORENCE IMPROVED.

Tearing Down Famous Oid Buildiogs te
Make Room for New Ones.

Batween the gentleman who goes to Florence
for health and the lady who goes to it for smo-
tions, says the London Globe, thatcityisin a
distracted state of uncertainreform. “Ouida’s”
complaint in to-day's Times reflects the feeling
of the latter folk; while in the next number of
the same paper may come complaints of de-
fective ventilation, drains and that sort of
thing. Beentand sentiment have often gone
together; and yon cannot purge your city of all
its dirty little corners without doing some
damages to possibly sacred antiquity. BSeiil
these necessities of reform are very different
from the wholesale “improvements” which
“Ouida' says are going to be carried ot In the
very center of Florence, and against which she
vrotests with that glowing wealth of language
for which her pen is renowned.

The catalogue of doomed buildings is s long
one; One ancient tower; several residences of
various Arte; a house with towers: 2 house
without towers; two noble palaces; various
other palaces (ondinary), s fourteenth century
palace, one column, groyps, ete, Most of the
buildings are not very famous beyond Flor-
enco; but one—the colomn of Banta Trinita,
both in itself and in the cirenmstances of its
erect on—is of much historle interest. And

what is to take the of these ue
bulldiogs? “A ﬂti?:ncunhu m [
Bquare.” For Flor-
ence has a Giunda as Romoe has, and the Giunta
h:‘l a hl.l:ﬂrll!l engineer called Corsi. IL is Corsi
whin

Florence that If they can onl

light and more tramways the

will pay the town avother visit. Hence these

“improvements,” with the general spirit of

Kst? every lover of Fiorence mpust dissat.
L]

They Don't Know What They've Missed,
MARTINSVILLE, IND, February L—Among
the peculiar personal freaks of forbearance
hereabous are the following: Mrs,
never tasted an

" A HAPPY THOUGHT.

‘Wa often hear some people say .
“*They'll never cross the ocean,

Until a bridge {s ballt that way,™
Oh! what s feolish notlon.

tion lmmthohdllﬂll stated o be makiog
substan Pprogress,

TRANSATLANTIC NOTES.

ALL the slow-going PBritish gunboats on

1o service are to be bronght home and de-

to coast defenses and their former datles
assigned to new vessels of greater speed anud
more powerful Armamenis.

AT a typewriting contest in London & month
szo there were 130 entries and nearly all ap-
peared. The first prize was for 7 words a
minuts, 20 or 30 words leea than have been
nchieved in this conntry.

Tas production of the coea plant in Sonth
Ameriea is so enormons that oune-eightesnth
part of it would be sufficient to swawmp the mar-
kets of the outside world, Almostallef it 18
consumed in South America.

THE returns of 1838 show that Franee im-
ported manufactures to the value of 445,000,000
france, sgainst 446,000,000 francs in 1857, and ex-
ported 1,656,000,000 francs worth of exports,
against 1, 677,000,000 the year before.

A LoxpoX cabman was arrested for ex-
cessive cruelty to his horse by whipping. Upon
consenting to give cvidence against the cab
owner from whow he hired the hor<e, he him-
gelf was diseharged and the owner was sant to
prison for a month,

How the prices for musienl performances
have risen during the last 60 years can he sesn
from & comparison of Patti's £700 for perform-
ing once in London this spason and Mme. Pas-
ta's 200 frapcs for a private musical entertain-
ment in Paris in 1830,

Er1ounes with whom Chartreuse s a {avor-
ite liquor, should consider the advice of a
monk given recently toa visitor: “You want
to drink goo:l Chartreuse? [ will give yon the
recipe—two-thirds yellow and one-third green
in the same glass, You will thank e for the
hint."

THE holy eity of Tunis, Kairwan, can now be
entered by Chrnstians, and 15 mosques can be
visited. The great mosque has 505 columns of
marbla of every consceivable color and of every
variety of architecture, and is, porhaps, the
next in beauty to the grest mosque in Cor-

THE new Paris hats are to have crowns so
low as to be hardly perceptible from the front
view. Ithw‘::h‘:‘m‘:.m mdhsuh
wm chignan soioe
mmﬂﬂlﬂhm’mt to the head,
Already great rolls of hair are to be seen at the
back.

Privce BiswARox has been a most profit-
able dealer in wood, which his estates [urmish
in vast abundance, on scoount of the special
nﬂﬁ to him by the railroads. The
other woodcutters have at Jast struck
sgainst this favoritlem, and the Prince will

- b it e C. 80 ‘L'mnunmninqd“

sections trees yielded
flow of sap, and sugar was made In
a very unusual occurrence.

—An African trader has so trained o
young gorilla that it follows him around like &

dcri It recently ied him on & tram
of 20 miles, The ani dnunwu'lnlz
and it is so docile that its master doesn’s hesi-

tate to allow it to sleep with him.

—~Wild geese are flving sbout Eastern
Connecticut. A big flock passed over East
Killingly a fow days ago, and, later, flocks were
seen at on the coast, What bearing the
wild geese In Jlnwy::‘ have an

hm'uhmrnao?bmnmc“ﬂ‘-‘
—A new r-ody.lrr skin diseases, says
the Hospital, Is :nrnmrml bath, the patient
eating, drinking sleeping there until cured.
Onpﬂuth’:lnn

L.

$) in soch .h hlloh for

14 t pro=
vent gln from oL ~ bue"dnirud.
The and

ng so as to
become much shriveled,
rest of
water is kept at

tied
sl

é

§3

skin is .unchanged. The

—Frank SBargeant, skating on Lake Mas
coma, N, H. broke through the ice. Jobhm
Greeley went to his aid wigh a plank, and Sar-
geant grabbed it. Will Aldrich came'to the
Sargsan o 1 108 ok g, ok S b

(-]
went into the water. ﬂn Mary B,
l:;om mllmrbd&:nd Aided by her father,
followed, got the young men out safaly.

—A mortar mixer at a new hotel in Port-
land, Ore,, was observed to be Heating his ket-
tie of coffee yesterday in a way which was no
novelty to him, but seemed strange toa re-
porter. He dug a hole in a t sand,

a lump of Iime In it, “nk d'o

the lime, his_kettle on it apd banked

sand up around it. When 12 o’clock struck he
: "Come to tea; your coife'sa bilin'.”

—A London physician is of opinion that
& turpentine bath is good for rhenmatism,gout,
insomnia, laryngitis and bronchitis, and recom-
mends the following method of preparing it:
Maks s saturated solution of six ounces of
yellow soap and add fo it three or four ounces
of ofl of tarpentine. Shake well and then pus
it into the bath, which should be filled with
warm water. After 15 minutes' immersion tha
patient should be put to bed.

—Charlton Fletcher, of Hinesville, Ga.,
has a novel basin, whieh is the admiration of
all who visit him. The water sheif is & buge
block of solid pine, and jn it Is scoopea out s
basin near the water bucket with a hole in the

bottom, in which is a stopper of black-gum
root, This basin is smooth and clean, lldt'll!llﬂ

water shelf, supported by larce pillars, stands
under the shadow of a ln’rge oakpand isa v

invit . Hesays thers s no danger o
mmm mbdn;mrhd”uﬂ wheoksn, T
—=8ix well-known Brunswick, Ga., young
ladies have organized themselves into an “Old
Maid Clab." The young ladies, it is said, have
mutually pledged each other never to marry or
unless the consent of ev

become engaged
member of the club is Srst obtained, in whi
casg the consenting members are to act as

g
%

br and each of them present the
mm: handsome present. & :t the
Haviug bad

members is already nonplussed.
popped by her fallow, and being

—1In the little city of Geneva, Ga., a cor-
tain merchant employed asa clerk a good,
clever farmer’s boy, who knew very little about
different articles of mercbandise and who had
al his wagon with fresh tar. One
Fogen Where e Repe gracares to atend 1o somme
room w
matters there, lmdp:o:mu:g hinvagain for some
time he went in to see about him. He found
him eating something with met relish and
asked what be was doing. elerk replied:
“I have found a whole lot of little cheeses and

th crackers.” The

;hma::‘dnhm after “m
;I!elc‘md ever seen a drop

MEANT TO BE FUNNY.

She Was Hateful. —Miss Lovelorn—Thst

young DeGarry never knows what be is doing.

Miss Unustice-Quite true. He's just confessed
to me that he kissed you last night.-—-New York
Eoening Sun.

Rather Cruel—Miss Lovelorn—Mr. De
Jinks ssked me my age list night, the rude fal-
Jow. I{usttold him I was as old as I looked.

Miss Usustie—~Yon shouldn't bave been so frank,
—New York Evening Sun.

The Joke Writer's Bweetheart. —Augns-
tns-- What are you going to 4o wilh those leisars
of yours that girl returned?

Jultus—iek out the ones that are not 100 much
solled and send them to my nexi charmer.--New

.—Customer
{who has left his bundle of washing and recalved
a ¢heck from the Chinaman in exchange)-Li-tes
Wun Lung—It's not st all necessary. Bring the
receipt on your return.—Kangas City Times,
Anu Naturel. —Young lady (in hair store)
pleass.

Young lsdy—Osrtainly.

Saleswoman— With or without?

Young lady—With or without what?

Cause for Anxiety,—Mrs. Dolliver~Oh,
s gy o wmrw e 5 TOUT pltcher out the
window, aud [ saw 1t light on an elderly man,

Mr. Dolliver (turning pale) - Great Scots, Jena,
you don't know what damage you may have
caused|

.Mrs, Dolliver (in tears)-Yes, I do. It's pure
china, and can’t be replaced for less than 0. Ub,
what shall | do?—Harper's lasar. -

‘Woman’s Ignorance.—Wife—If you want
to get an office why do you spend all your time in
saloons?

Husband—The ofice should seek the manm, you

know, my dear.
wm—&nhr 1 never heard of office seeking men

in saloons. o4 P02 0
sly)—Thee fhows all you
w:mmw_-:n
Rules Must be Obey —‘ﬁ;i: sl
son-
P the sapsdy s
dog can't nde, then Twon't,

Goods' Appropriate for the Season.—
«Wedh liow is business on the rosd’ ssked one
confercial traveler of another. I fnd 1§ very

' !-.ud 1find ;¢ very tmd, '
© +sWhat is Tour linar*
«sslegh bells, skates and snow shovels. "
'mm-hl:‘l‘-'mﬁ-ﬂ
lee creatn freezers and vods founsains this ses
- Har{ford Posi. -
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